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Variance Information 

The variance process administered by the Zoning Board of Adjustment is intended to provide relief from the 
zoning requirements of the Pinehurst Development Ordinance (PDO) in those cases where strict application of a 
particular zoning requirement will create an unnecessary hardship prohibiting the use of land in a manner 
otherwise allowed.  It is not intended that variances be granted merely to remove inconveniences or financial 
burdens that zoning requirements may impose on property owners in general.  Rather, it is intended to provide 
relief where the zoning requirements render the land difficult or impossible to use because of some unique 
physical attribute of the property itself, or some other factor unique to the property for which the variance is 
requested.  Please refer to Section 5.1 of the PDO for the requirements of a variance. 

When unnecessary hardships would result from carrying out the strict letter of this ordinance, the Board of 
Adjustment shall vary any of the provisions of this ordinance upon a showing of all of the following: 

   (A)   Unnecessary hardship would result from the strict application of the ordinance.  It shall not be necessary 
to demonstrate that, in the absence of the variance, no reasonable use can be made of the property; 

   (B)   The hardship results from conditions that are peculiar to the property, such as location, size, or 
topography. Hardships resulting from personal circumstances, as well as hardships resulting from conditions 
that are common to the neighborhood or the general public, may not be the basis for granting a variance; 

   (C)   The hardship did not result from actions taken by the applicant or the property owner. The act of 
purchasing property with knowledge that circumstances exist that may justify the granting of a variance shall not 
be regarded as a self-created hardship; 

   (D)   The requested variance is consistent with the spirit, purpose, and intent of the ordinance, such that public 
safety is secured, and substantial justice is achieved. 

An application for a variance may be filed only by the owner of the land affected by the variance; an agent or 
contract purchaser specifically authorized by the owner to file such application; or any unit of government 
which is not the owner of the lot but proposes to acquire the lot by purchase, gift, or condemnation.  Where an 
agent, or contact purchaser files the application, the agent, or contract purchaser shall provide the Village with 
written documentation that the owner of the property has authorized the filing of the application. 

This application must be completed in full and submitted with the associated fee listed in the Village’s Fees and 
Charges Schedule, which can be accessed at www.vopnc.org/Home/ShowDocument?id=10100. 

 

Property Address 
Street Address  

City, State, Zip Code  

Parcel ID #  
 
  

http://www.vopnc.org/
http://www.vopnc.org/Home/ShowDocument?id=10100
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Owner Information 

Name  Home Phone #  

Street Address  Mobile Phone #  

City, State, Zip Code  Business Phone #  

Email   
 

Applicant 
Name  Other Phone #  

Email  Street Address  

Mobile Phone #  City, State, Zip 
Code  

 
General Information 

Legal Basis for Application 
�  Agent or Contract Purchaser Authorized by the Property Owner 
�  Government Agency Proposing to Acquire Land Affected by the Variance 
�  Owner of the Land Affected by the Variance 

General Description of 
Variance Request   

Ordinance Section Reference  

Ordinance Text (Verbatim)  

http://www.vopnc.org/
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Description of unnecessary 
hardship that would result 
from the strict application of 
the ordinance 

 

Description of how the 
hardship results from 
conditions that are peculiar to 
the property, such as location, 
size, or topography 

 

Description of how the 
hardship did not result from 
actions taken by the applicant 
or the property owner 

 

Explanation of how the 
requested variance is 
consistent with the spirit, 
purpose, and intent of the 
ordinance, such that public 
safety is secured, and 
substantial justice is achieved 

 

 
Required Documents 
� Written authorization of the property owner (If not filed by owner) 

 
Certification 

I hereby certify that the information contained in this application is accurate and complete.  I also confirm that I 
have read and understand the criteria that must be met in order to receive approval for a variance.  
 
Applicant Signature:      Date:      

http://www.vopnc.org/

